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PROPHESIES, &c. 


F our weak and debaſed nature did not make 
us fee] our own inability to raiſe ourſelves to 
t ſtate, of purity from whence Adam fell, and 
nder us thereby ſenſible of the unſpeakable good- 
s and mercy of God in giving us his only be- 
dtten bleſſed Son to cleanſe us by his blood; and 
liver us from the bondage of Satan, the prophe- 
s of thoſe holy men, who lived many ages before 
e birth of our Lord, would not only demonſtrate + 
e truth of his miſſion, but convince us of its im- 
tance to the whole human race. As theſe pro- 
efhies are ſcattered in different parts of the Old 
eſtament, I ſhall, for the ſatisfaction of the reader, 
left, after a pious and learned divine, ſome of 
e moſt remarkable for the preſent Sunday Reading: 
id I muſt: firſt obſerve, that the whole ſervice = 
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the Jewiſh worſhip, ſacrifices, ablations, &c. y 
one continued type or emblem of our Lord's C0 
pel. The limits of my plan will not permit me 
enter minutely into (theſe; I ſhall content myk 
therefore with citing thoſe which Gad deliyere 
by his own, or the mouths of his prophets, 
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The earlieſt prophecy concerning Jeſus Chriſt * 
found in the third chapter of Genefs: where, au "© 
the fall of our firſt parents God tells Eve, that 
ſeed ſhould bruiſe the head'of the ſerpent.” Thi 
was ſtrictly tulfilled in the birth of Chriſt, who u. 
born of a woman, a virgin, and ſent forth by Ge 
that he might deſtroy the works of the devil, wh 
he hid in the ſerpent that tempted Eve. He migh 
truly therefore, in the language of prophecy | 


5 ſaid to 5 bruiſe the head of the ſerpent,” be ten 
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The next incontrovertable prophecy of Chriſt i 
in the eighth chapter of Geneſis, where God tell 
Abraham, © that in his ſeed ſhall all the nations « 
the world be bleſſed.” This clearly points t 
Chriſt, who was to be derived in a long courſe 0 
generations from Abraham: for which reaſon he1 
called in many parts of Scripture, “ the Son 0 
Abraham.” The ſame: promiſe was alſo given tC 

| Ifaac, the ſon of Abraham, and to Jacob his grand 
Jon, In thy ſeed fhall all nations be bleſſed.” 


Moſes, in the eighteenth chapter of Deuteronomy 
prophees of Chriſt: * The Lord thy God wil 
raiſe up unto thee a prophet from the midſt of thee 

ol thy brethren, like unto me, and to him ſhall yt 
| hearken, 


e 

ken.“ This evidently means Chriſt; for though 
ere were ſeveral prophets after Moſes, as Iſaiah, 
remiah, and others, none of them inſtituted a new 
ligion, or perfotmed ſuch numerous miracles, to 
ove the truth of their doctrine, but our Lord 
us. The Pſalms of David are full of propheſies 
picertiing Chriſt ;, his being choſen. out of the 
viſh nation to be the Saviour and king of Iſrael, 
af boretold under the emblem of David, in the 
"« Wghty-nifth Pſalm. © Then thou ſpeakeſt. in 
Ion to thy Holy One, and ſaidſt, I have laid help 
don one that is mighty; I have exalted one 
joſen out of the people, and will make him my 


born, higher than the kings of the earth.“ 
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[The children finging his triumph when he entered 
be temple, is mentioned in the eighth Pſalm, ſecond. 


erſe : ++ Out of the mouth of ſucklings thou haſt 
Wrdained ftrength.” A pious writer obſerves, that 


„ e very words of their ſong is cited in Pſalm cxviii. 
ne of 02Ye now I beſeech thee” (which in the Hebrew 
oy quay «O Lord; bleſſed is he that cometh in 
fe ename of the Lord,” The rage of the ſcribes 
he d phariſees on this account, is intimated in the 


1 " 


id did ſtill, or filence the enemy and the avenger. 
bur Lord's perſecution by princes and people, is 
kclared in the ſecond Pſalm: „ Why do the 
eathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 
Ihe kings of the earth Tet themſelves, and the rulers 
ke council together againſt the Lord and againft 
Is anointed,” This was ſtrongly fulfilled | when 
rod, Poritus Pilate, and the people, both. Jews - 
: ; __ 


me Pſalm ; „The babes and ſucklings cried out 


t 8). 


inf Ventiles, rofe up againſt our Lojd, and pt 
dim to death. 


His bitter reproadhes and fulfertigs, it % 5 
zanner of His death, is foretold in the twenty ſecoſ 


ſorty- ninth Pſatnis. In the firſt of theſe David, h 
Cai of emblem, in prophecy, ſpeaks the words 9 


brift upon the croſs, “My God, m God, why h 
| i brings me ?” and again, «T ey pierced h 
hands and my feet; they pared my garments amo 
em, and caſt lots. upon my veſture.” In the fix 
pinth Pſalm his ctuef treatment is farther Uefcribe 
Reproach hath broken 1 my heart, I am full of hes 
vineſs; they gave me alſo gall for my meat; in u 
air they gaye me vinegar to drink,” A peruſ 
1 the twenty. ſeventh chapter of the Goſpel « 
atthew, and the nineteenth of Jobn, will ſhew 
reader how exaAtly alt theſe things were fulfilled, 


5 8 erte ich of Chriſt from the Heal dt fe 
with in the ſixteenth Pſalm : „ For thou wilt ne 
leave my foul in hell;” that Is, in the Mate of 1 
dead“ neither wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy One t 
185 Wr ;” that is, not to remain in the gra 
ong enough to be ſubje& to rottennefs. His al 

nfion to leben, attended with angels, to triump 
8 over the devils, his receiving gifts trom the Fath 
and diſtributing of them to men, are foretotd 1 
Pſalm CxViil. * The chariots of God are twenty 
ouſand, even thouſands of angels; the Lord WM 
115 ther. Thou haſt aſcended on high; tho 
ſt led captivity captive ; thou haſt received gift 
for men ; yea, for the rebellious alſo, that the ” 
migh 
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bt duell among them ;* TG 
ftles, for the miniſtry 'of the pope 
ight dwe among, men who were 

ſo hams t him. . 
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fix Otten ! «aſk of me 1 1 
ribel ſc * 12 * 725 WY heritance, and the ut- 
f hei noſt ed. 9 ph ah or thy poſſeſſion A 


in mas learned 
eruſiected lor, PE: — pa ages, obſeryes, that 
zel off ſame of ch falms cited; we ſhould not have. 
own that 45 or the Meſſiah was intended, 
Rok himſelf, or the Apoſtles had not referred 
pes a be 15 MLA W he at the ſame 
ny cen are ſo evident, that the 
= Habs ie = Meſſlah; and that d 
boot but apply, thegy to him, becauſe they cannot 
applied to David, or to any other perſon. 


The next aphet wha ſpeaks of Chriſt i is Iſaiah, 
0 is ,C 1 KY, or geſpel prophet, 
hauls hg. yl greateſt variety of events | 
to him. the ſeventh. chapter, that he 
Wl be ru f A 17 15 «A virgin ſhall con- 
6,004 1a u an ſhall call his name Im- 


. . 33 "5 
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boagirſt'o! 2 * at 


manuel "x 


MB! ey FREY | 


(8) 

manuel ;” which name ſignifies Gop wiTtH vs. © He 
 foretells alſo, that he .ſhall be of the 5 
elle, « or David, who ſhall be king of If ael, tha 
his name ſhall be The Mighty God, and his King 
dom ſhall ſtand for ever. Iſaiah xi. „ In that th 
there ſhall be a Root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand fo 
an enſign of 2 + eople ; to it mall the Gentite 
ſeek. 4 n; *Unta' us à child is born; ute 
us a Son is leben the goVernment an be upe 
his ſhoofder, and his name ſhall be called WON 
DERFUL,” CounszLtox, Taz Micuty Gbb, ITI 
EvxxLAsTIx G F- ATHER, THE PRI or Prack. 0 
the increaſe of his gov rote and peace there ſhal 


be no end; upon the throne of David and upo 
his kingdom, to order it, and to eſt 


[ k 


ever,” 


12 


His rejection by the Jens and 1 his e recbifa 


by the Centiles' 1s very forccabliy deſcribed in the 


| eighth chapter. ' * He ſhall be à ſangtusty, that) 
a refuge for mankind : “ but for a ſtumblitg block 
and rock of offence to both'the houſes'of Aral; | 
meaning the two tribes which made up the Jewiſh 


nation. In the. forty-ninth cha 

that he ſhall be received by the Gentiles, as thei 
Saviour and King. © He mall be a lah to th 
Gentiles, and falvatloh to the entis öf the earth. 


To him whom man delpiſeth; ito him Who th 
nation (meaning the Jewiſh natioh) -abhorfeth, king 
ſhall look and ariſe; princes #Ifo Thall" orſhip'* 
This is ſuppoſed to allude to the kings of the hea- 
thens, as the Jews had no kings who worſhipped * 


„ 


bliſh it with 
judgement, and F from hence orth even fol 


ter, of Iſaiah ſhew 


In th 
re l 
Lab 
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the deaf ſhall be . then Mall the la 


man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dug 
ſhall fing :” Tfaiah the xxxvth, How exactly cank 
| nant to the truth, though predifted ſo many ag 
before l that Chriſt Thould have a fore-runner | 
/ prepare his way, which fore: runner was John 
Baptiſt, was foretold oy the prophet, in. th eleven 
chapter. The voice of one crying in . wilds 
neſs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord; mal 
' ſtraight in the deſett a high way for 0 1885 a 
the glory of the Lord ſhall be Revert all flel 
ſhall ſee it together.“ The meaning of. which, 4 
that the gl 4a of the Lord ſhould be made. viſible 
tteſhly eyes Aavellingbodily 3 in the Lord. elus 


SLES 
Ne, fly third chapter of Ifaiah is recommends 


pri A and pious, writer, to be peruſed vi 
i attention ; in ch ac chapte 


,** the ſuffering $ 0 gekne 
a0 2 under the 1 1 10 5 an 
perſecution” he met wich, at his death n atong 
ment for fin; bis being e e e. Hong vi 
firmers.;' bis butial Ir che rich; 3 his, r ccc 
exaltation, interceſſion ate Fxpretl Av dle 
ſo excecdingly plain, thy it ſeems ſu 2 py 2 
vince any honeſt infidel or \beaphen, „ and. dis 2 
tually,“ continues be, 8 Wh wild athei 


ticaF nobleman the Earl 90e eſter in the la 
age, of the truth of th & Goſpel, wh en he compar 
the prophecy of Faith, with the xxviith and, Halle 
chapter of the Goſpel of . Wee and, he b 
came a chriſtian ven e eee 


Tt 


LY 


4 TY 5 | 
freaks leſs frequently of [2 


i prophecies con- 
chapter for ex- 
ple. 4 Behold the days come, Faith the Lord, 
vill raiſe unto David a righteous branch; 
| a king ſhall reign and proſper, and execute 


pe prophet Jeremiah 
iſt, but has ſome very 
ing him : that in the ſecond 


tement and juſtice in the earth. In his days 
{zh ſhall be ved, and Ilrael malt dwell fafely, 
this is his name, whereby he mall be called, 


it LoRD OUR R1guTzovsNEss.” 


Vader the charafter of. Havid, RA was both a 
pherd and a king, "the 1 prop phet Ezekiel foretold 
hy things of Chi in the thirty, fourth chapter. 


Ind 1 will ſet up one ſhepherd over them, and he 


feed them, even my ſervant David: And I, the 
rd, will be their God, and my ſervant David a 

nce among them : And 1 will make with them 
covenant of peace.” Again, verſe" 21ſt, 1 
| take the children of Irael from among the 
hen, whither they be gone, I vill, gather them 
every fide, and bring them into their own land; 
| I will make them one nation in the land upon 


mountains of Iſrael, and one Bing e be 3 


them all.“ | 


Our Land Jeſus Chriſt is endes that great 
pherd who vill in the end gather them, ar 


gn over them, as deſcribed in ihe. prophecy. 


The prophet Daniel deſcribes our Lord as, 40 the | 


n of Man who came with the clouds of heaven; 


there were given him dominion, and glory, and 
a king- 


( 12 ) 
| EFT 9 
a kingdom, that all people and nations ſhould ſe 
him ; and his dominion is an everlaſting dominic 
Dan. chap, xii, He has likewiſe ſeveral ot 
propheſies concerning him. I 


| R Micah tells the very place wh 
Chriſt ſhould be born. Micah, chap. v. « T 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little ame 
the thouſands of Judah, yet out of thee (b 
he come forth unto me, that js to be che ry 
in Iſrael, whoſe going forth have been from 
old from eternity.” This prophecy was fulkil 
when our Lord was brought forth in the city 
Bethlehem, by Mary his mother, who was of 
family of David. de SN 


The propheſies of Zechariah are in general loc 
ed upon to be rather obſcure, but in what ela 
to. Chriſt he is perfectly clear: he tells us in chi 
vi. Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of ' Hoſts,” f. 
ing, Behold the man whoſe name is the bran 
6& he ſhall build the temple of the Lord, he ſhi 
bear the glory, and ſhall fit and rule upon 
throne, and he ſhall be a prieſt upon his thro 
and the counſel of peace ſhall be between the 
both: and they that are afar off, ſhall come a 
build in the temple. of the Lord.” The proph. . ;. 
informs us, that this perſon whom foregoing pi; 

phets have called the © branch out of the root Hh. 
Jeſſy,” ſhall build up the church of God in ſl * 
world, and ſhall be both Prieſt and King, and th 
the heathens ſhall come and aſſiſt in this work W 
building it, 


Id fe 
ninic 
1 ot 


- wh 
« J 


Amo 


uh, viz. that he © ſhould be pierced,” 


„„ 


e ſame prophet declares alſo, * that Chriſt 
d come to, Jeruſalem, as the king of Zion, 
|, and bringing ſalvation, riding upon a colt, 
foal of an aſs.“ Zech ix. ver, 10, which was 
ily fulfilled, as may be ſeen in the twenty-firff 

ner of Matthew and the twelfth of John. 


were is alſo a remarkable propheey in Zecha- 
„which is generally referred to the remiſſion 
ins to be obtained through Jeſus Chriſt. “ In 
Day there ſhall be a fountain opened to the 


Wc of David, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 


in and unclcanneſs.” Zech. xiii. In the lame, 
ter the ＋ bv” of our Lord are deſcribed ; _. 
wake, oh ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, and 


inſt the man that is my fellow, ſaith the Lord of — 


. Smite the ſhepherd and the ſheep ſhall be 
ered ;” which was fulfilled when he was betray- 
and all his diſciples fled, and is referred to by 
Lord himſelf on that occaſion. The fame pro- 
t alſo ſhews'that he ſhould be “ ſold for thirty 
tes of ſilver,” which ſhould be given © to the 
er.” Z ch. xi. This the prophet ſpeaks as pro- 
King the Meſſiah, which had been often done 
dre by David. It was fulfilled when Judas be- 


ed our Lord for thirty pieces of filver, which 


e aſterwards laid out in the potter's field. Matt. 
i. Zechari-h intimates alſo the manner of his 


The prophet Malachi expreſſes the word of God 


IS, chap. fil. Behold I will ſend my meſſenger” 


mel, john the baptiſt) „“ and he ſhall prepay 
he 


n 
the way before me. And the Lord whom ye { (br 
ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple, even the ng" 
ſenger of the covenant whom” you delight in.. AF 1 
he ſhall fit as a refiner and purifier of- filver ; a 
he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, that they may q 
fer unto the Lord an offering in righteouſneſs,” 


Job, though nat of the Jewiſh nation, has a 
markaÞble_ prophecy concerning, Chriſt : “ I kn 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall: ſtand 
the latter day upon the earth ; and though aft 
my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fle 

ſhall T ſee God.” This prophecy will be fulfille 
when our Lord Chriſt, who lives in heaven, f. 

come to raiſe the dead and judge the earth. 


From this long rank of propheſies we ſee d 
from the fall of Adam God, who fore knows 
things, raiſed up. a continued. ſucceſſion of prophet 
who foretold the coming of ſome great and gloria 
deliverer, who ſhould be in due time manifeſted 


the world, and reſtore us to that ſtate of pur * 
and happineſs. from which Adam fell, and by MI loc 
tranſgreſſion ſhut out all his poſterity, This gl 
rious Perſonage, this bleſſed Redeemer, has Aan 
cordingly, in all ages of the world, been expetie * 
by thoſe gaod men who were beſt acquainted wit 2 
the Scriptures, and particularly in the age wer 0 
Chriſt lived, ber 


 - Zacharias, the father of John the Baptiſt, en 
dently expected him. We are told, being fille 
with the Holy Ghoſt, he propheſied upon the bit 
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Chriſt, ſaying, * Bleſſed be the Lord God of 
for he hath viſited and redemed his people, 
[hath raiſed up a Worn of falvation to us in the 
iſe of his ſervant David; as he ſpake by the 
ach of His holy prophets, which have been fince 
world began.“ Simeon alſo, a juſt and devour _. 
, to whom it had been revealed- that he Hould 


ſee death before he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt, 5 
n our bleſſed Lord was brought by his motfer 


0 the temple to be circumeiſed according to the 
ſh law, entered the N e main. filled 
h the Holy Ghoſt, took the child Jeſus in his 


u, and blefſed God and ſaid, ** Lord now letteft 
my ſervant depart in peace, according to t 


In, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, which 

u haſt prepared before the face of all peo; 
a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory 7 
thy people Iſrael. At the ſame inſtant alſo one 

na, a propheteſs, who was of a great age, and 
arted not from the temple, but ſerved God 

I" faſting and prayer day and night, came in, 


gave thanks alſo to the Lord (for the fulfil- 


nt of the promiſe) and ſpoke of Je ſus to all them 


booked for redemption in Iſtae 


any other examples might be brought forward 


.Wprove how earneſtly a Meſſiah was expected by 


Jews; and when we ſee how exactly the cha- 


Tr of this promiſed Meſſiah, drawn by ſo many 


birt 


phets in different ages agreed in all reſpe&ts 
i our Lord Jeſus, we can only wonder that the 
were ſo blind and ſtubborn as ta refiſt the 


lence of ſo many concurring teſtimonies ; but 


St. 


12 9 r Jil! of b bad i 2 2 
= 3 aulftells, that, Blindneſ, in ade wil 
4 3 "II the fullneſs af the;Gemiles” bl x 
_ . Repreſenting the Jews under the milie 


ae, tree he ſays, and if ſome of het i 
, being ar olive. tres were graſted in a 


broken off, and thoſe” „(alluding to the Genuil 
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